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Dear Sir,

h Asia and several coumtries around the world, many kinds of smail milets (Minor coreals) we grown. They are finger

millet (Eleasine coracans), italian millet (Setania mm*mwmﬂxm
mifiacenm), litthe millet (Panicom sumatracss), barmyard maBlet (Ech dang), gram- anth
(Amarzathus sp.) and buck wheat (Fagopyroe spp). There are other minor cereals ke teff (Emgrostis t=f) and fomio (Digitaria

spp.) which are important in Afiica.
Research on these mlnmn—ym 'hl itis ﬂhﬂ -ﬂhﬂﬂ. As a resuit, there is difficuity n

above cereals. But, this has not heiped much in filling the vacnm. lmlhmdh-ﬂ'u-dm

m food y at the f gional level and its rolem Workd Agnculture it s thooght sppropriste to lsunch an

Intermational Forum for Prometion and Development of Minor Cereais. The proposed forum will cover 10 crop

species - finger millet, italian millet, proso millet, little millet, kodo millet, Japanese/Indian barmyard millet, gr

back wheat, teff snd fomio.

The forum intends fo provide:

1) A common platform for scientists working io discuss issues relsied to conservation, impr and of
cropa.

your willingness (0 serve as one of the fhunder members. Wie would be gratefil if’ you conld kindly circulate this letter
among the mierested scieatisty/colleagues in your country and help us to know their respomse. W look forward for your

suggestions o thiy regard.

Thanking you,
With regards,
Yours sincerely,
Mehan m. Kiials
ASectharam M. Kimata
D Dr M -émmummmrmwvm. Koganei, Tokyo 184,

Japan.
1) Dr. A. Seetharam, Project Coordinator (Smail Miilets), University of Agricuitural Sciences, GEVEK, Bangalore-560 065
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