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Cultural evolution of the structure and functions of the mind based on the learning
environments: On self-domestication in the Anthropocene
Mikio KIMATAY and Kazuyo NAGAHAMA?
YPlant and People Museum, ?Primary School attached to Ochanomizu Women’s University

During the Anthropocene, Homo sapiens have deviated from nature. The majority in urban
areas and most of them are office workers. They do not have many subsistence experiences,
such as gathering, hunting, fishing, or farming. Consequently, they have failed to develop the
structure and function of their minds under historical situations.

The structure of the mind consists of five intelligences, (natural history, technical, social,
general, and linguistic), and its function consists of seven senses, [eyesight, hearing, taste,
smell, touch, the sixth sense (intuition), and the seventh sense (conscience)]. These five
intelligences and seven senses are developed in a learning environment. We propose a model
for the learning process in this environment. In the ten learning programs, an integration
program Play is the beginning of learn.

Human cultural evolution rapidly developed using fire, tools, and language through the
domestication process of plants and animals in the Holocene, Quaternary period. These
phenomena depended on the cultural evolution of the human mind and then they became
civilised. Today, convenient cities are being created in surplus. Urban people are fed artificial
foods, and their thought are dependent on artificial intelligence added through big information
technology.

This indicates that self-domestication of Homo sapiens has evolved over time. We do not
grow grains or vegetables ourselves, but purchase them in markets and shops. In addition, we
use convenient tools, such as smartphones and personal computers, and we do not think much
about nature, subsistence, social lives, and so on.

We must learn about the environment deeply to prevent excessive self-domestication. We
need to rehabilitate and develop our minds through diverse experiences in nature and rural areas
toward the civilisation of living things.

Key words: Anthropocene, self-domestication, subsistence, cultural evolution, civilisation of
living things
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